sentary unpublished slab-inscription from
" Sigiriya arca

logy, University of Kelaniy, S Lanka

d slab inscription, found within the S giriya archacological
rict of the Central Province. is now preserved in fhe
I Musetiin at the Department of Archacology, Univers Ly,
tary slab inscription reveals very important information.
ris to disouss 1o study this inscription, before the interested

ered from this study, pertaining to its chronology, paleography

tal arising from that

ed at Digampatiha, Pidurangala, Enderngaly, Wevala,

1, Kimbissa prove that there were seltlements around
C (Paranavitana 1970, Ranawella 1984, 195:218).

] Geographical area
Sigriya is geographically surrounded
by Mirisgani Oya, Dambuly Oy, Kiri
Oyt and Yan Oya (Fig 1) The history
of Sigitiva spans several periods, from
the prehistoric to the historie. Thiscar
be solidified by means of literary and
archacological fictors (Deraniyagels
1992, Mahavamsa 19uq,.
Paranavitana 1970), The Vivavulpota-
pillar mseription befonging to the perind
of Sena Il states that officers such as
4 Dunu  madullan, Rutataddans,
o — o Pasladdan should not be admitted 1o




A frigme iary wngniblished slat-myeripfion frowm Sigrriya gro

the premises of any monastery localed w ithin the area desipnated as “Siliagied Bim™
(Sigiriva lands). This pillar mscription s siuated [ km from the Sigmmya rock
(Ranawelia 2001, 13-15). This s an important indication ol the vast administralive
area belonging 1o Sigiriya

A [ragmentary slaly inscription

A fragmentary slab inseription was found from the Sigmiya archacological urea. lis
left section 1s completely broken. Though the mght part of it 15 also broken it cun shill
be degiphered. It measures 1L 7.5 in i length and 2 0t 10 in) in width, The stone
contains the lefl half of each of five lines of writing. The letters have been clearly
meised and measure 6 1. 10 2.3 1 in height

Chronology

The letters (fig: 2) of this mseription are similar to the letters of the Angamuwit rock
inseription (Paranavitana 1983, No, 6) which belongs 1o the period of King Bhatika-
tissa and to the letters of At -vehera
inseription (Paranavituna 1983, No. 17)
of King Mahanaga. For instance the
letters ba, pu, ra, ka, ma, @ indwate
that these letters belong 1o the first and : !
second éenturies A.D fig. 2 Angamuwa rack inscriprion

Text
S-St Hl- e,
Puta Afbava). . syo i),
Mruma (naka). ggdfom),
Tapigala,.......... 28 .,
Karita Thube.. aSm e,
Translation
Suecess! A stupa was built at Tapigala........ by grandson...of son a (bayaj (hg. 3).

This inseription begins with a blessing word “Sidla " To begm an mseription witha
blessing word was the practice from the 1% ¢ up to the 7" and 8 centuries A1)
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Ridiviharaya and-Mn:fawnin'-inscnp_tmns prove this fact
Alternative blessing words such as Sa, Sidha, Siddha and
sen used.

part of the mscription is broken afier the word “Marima i1
 the term “"Marumanaka* which was used sinee the 34 century
1970, 1983). Galkandegama,
adurywewa inscriptions are
this. Marumakanaka,
. Marumakane,
:':- wd Marumakanake are
on the term ‘putha” or son

manaka . The inscriptions at
iriya and Tammannawa are

€ to the son's grandson,
W lals Mg 3 Fragmentary inseription

the Sanskrit word “Stupa™. In Pali the term “"l-'upa" was
'y B.C. building of Stupas had begun, We can easily prove
uva, Sasseruva, Ridi-vihara, Bambaragala and Billavegala
thia and Thuhe are synonymous. This mscription mdicates
cted in the ares named Tapigala.

HIWJF can be learnt from this mscription, Letiérs
Hetters suchas A, Mo, have small horizontal line attached

<
ez

>

S

.1;
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A fragmentary unpidilished slab-inseripton Jrom Sigiviva ardi

Acvording to Abhaya Ariyasinglie, PFP Fernando, Bandusena Gunasckara and
Jayasiri Lankage this feature can be seen in the Sri Lankan Brahini alphabet any
also the Indian Kshastrapy alphabet. Henee this 1s evidence of Indian Satrapy
mfluence on the development of the Sinhalese alphabet (Ariyasinghe 1963, 75,
Feranando 1949, 282-301, Gunasckara 1996, Lankagea 1996, 27).

Another important feature m this seription is the extension of the vertical line in

letters such as;
Ri Thu Be

gjff’wj

Jig. § Verpeal lines

And also in some instances this vertical line tends to curve to the lefi. This curvirg
feature ran be seen in post- Sathavahana period letters, Nicholis states that the:
Sinhalese alphabet was influenced by the carly Sathavahana alphabet from | AD
onwird, Therelore we can conclude that the letiers of this fragmentary inseription
were influenced by westerm Shnsmlpu and Nathavahana seripts. This is a unique
factor,

In addition several inseriptions of this period Lise punctuation marks to sepurate the
‘blessing” phrase from the rest of the text. In this inscription the punctuation mark
takes the form of & short horizontal line (<), This has been joined to the letter ‘dha’
of the word *siha ', Similar mstances can be seen in the Viharegala, Kaduruwews
and Ratnaprasada inscriptions (Paranavitana 1983, 60-61. 54. 56, 58). [n addition
punctuation marks consisting of three short horizontal lines (a") following the
"blessing’ phrase can also be seen minscriptions of this period (Paranavitana 1987, ;
48, 51). In some instances they are joned 1o the letter, at others they are not.

Conclusion

This fragmentary slab inscription, found within the Sigiriya premises belongs to ca
1" and 2" centuries B.C. Sathavahana and Kshasthrapa alphabetical systems liave
influenced the development of these letters. In addition this inseription provides
vital information regarding ecclesiastical architecture, kinship, ancient place names.
traditional modes of invoking blessings and social stratification,
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