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Introduction

Archacological elements can be deternined as a phenomena with archacologica)
value. While the Antiquities Amendment (1998) adds legal interpretation to ths,
Numerous architectural remains even extending 1o small pebbles can be classified
s archacaloglesl remains

There 15 a unigue collection of archacologieal remains and the ancient kings
safeguarded them irrespective of their religion, race and other social matters.
According to epigraphical sources and chronicles the ancient kings appointed various:
officers to maintain and restore them. One such incident was the erection of shrines
to the Sangha, maintaining and restoration inthe Chullavagga. The aim of this paper;
is 1o discuss dameges and nature of illiyge] trade in Sri Lanks.

Archacological Heritage

There are about 250,000 archaeological sites scatlered all over the Island. Onee
ancient rulers attam thew pohitical power they erected, maintained and restored the
old shrines as a rule and ethic in the old social order.

One mmportant factor ol the aneient rulers’ working agenida was to repair the old
shrines erected by their predecessors, Not just Sinhalese kings, but the Tamil kings
also mamtained the heritage according to the Mahavamsa (Mahavamsa 1996,
Chapter 21, Gatha 22

But &unng the long history it wis due 16 various invasions, strugeles and natural
depreeiation: that countless destruction happen to the archagological remains, To’
maintain Dhamma in the society from the earliest times, vanious types of stupas and
Bodhigaras erected are now in a rumed form. These are the worst affected’
phenomena due to struggles. But even under such tragic circumstances there 1s 8-
considerable amount of archacological remains still in Sri Lanka today,
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zreial based society cantiot protect the history of
k Th:':’y always value them as commercinl iten,
ket trade in artefacts (Gunawardhana 2005 |
ilable i the last decade, buyers and sellers lead an

The next stuge is that traders send the items to
coins, ola leaves, necklaces, pehbles, paintings
¢ Sri Lankan identity reach foreym traders through a

irada Seneviratie, more Sri Lankan archacological
Brita; than any other European country, Most of

5ri Lanka during the last century. The highli ghted
tﬁEKaﬁiﬂﬂnm. coins, Buddha statues, carvings
2005, 92)

= _#.-tmdn.

e legal principles of the country, Also the Cultural
19 ifﬂ!lf allows the marketing of these articles.

.....

lt fhoms (Gunawardharia 2005, 92), Under the
e, which allows the iflicit trader to expand Kis



Archavodogiu

activities with legal coverage. Also this allowed them 1o expand the exportation of
archaeological remains,

According to recent media reports, archacological remiins belonging to the Kandyan
era were banned by Sn Lanka Customs Department before their attempted export.
As the above mentioned act itsell gives legal foundation to the illicit trade and 1
the various people involved i it. The media reports that there are memibers of defence
forces, pohiticians (meluding those involved in the field of archaeology), high ranking
members of society, psvchologists and monks involved in the illicit trade.

The ilhicit trade was recorded in the media, the annual report of the department and
various research papeérs. A thonk led the role of illicit rade of the 200kg gold statue
i Danture Raja Maha Vibara, Kadugannawa. Another meident was the trade of
valuahle antiques from Diviilkadawana, Medirigiriya aréa, being traded by a monk,
a psychologst and a district registrur. A retired Archacolomeal Depariment officer
was also invalved in trading of antiques from Anuradhapura area, and was tiken
into police custody. The artists doing renovation on the Talahinna Raja Maha Vihary,
Ibbankatuwa, stole valuable wooden statues. According to media reports women,
are also engaging in this as well, According to Gunawardhana (2005), it isreported
that valuable antiques were being looted from the Thimbirgolle area in Puttlam
District by four women, The ultimate target of this is foreign trade, which results in.
the destrnction of the countries valuables (fig.1).

It was noted that the stealing of Buddha statues was the prime objective of the ilhicit
trade and unauthorised excavations at vanous sites, Coins, Buddha statues. and

monuments are found scattered across sites. No systematic documentation
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fige. 1. Natural of the Destruetton of cultural heriage diagrom
(Litmawardbana 2005, 91)
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Buddha statues was the prime objective ol the it

ans ot varios sites. Coins, Buddha statugs, and
ed across sites. No systematic documentation regarding
n addition the items that were not recorded have now
ted s m‘-m-m@as; bodhigaras, and inseriptions, One
ion that was damaged by heavy hammering, i
ntalai arca, close to a ruined dagoba. The contents of

it mgmﬂmganﬂwmak clements of then society.

Bodhigara. Here an mscription providing a contimuugs
nda iuadmdsuﬂ‘cmd heavy damage as a result.

;tul-mmlngmll remains has increased duning the
- that the highest number of such meidents was

lambantota, Monaragala and Anuradhapura districts
form annex here with within years 1998-2002). As the
ove districts were in dense forests, ina poor state of
s, and without any sccurity system 1o prevent stealing
e mentioned reasons: stealing, unauthorised unearthing
n; cause the depletion of archacological reserves.
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