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Introduction :
OF the many pilgnms who ventuted to travel to what was b
among the Chinese as “western Buddhist countries” Xuan Zang unde
edly was most prominent. His records serve s ane of the most selial
‘sources for unraveling sotne mysteries of Indian Buddhist histor
clear that Xuan Zang did not visit Sei Lanka. He wiis satichied.
counts he got from the monks visiring from Sri Lanka and scen
thought that there was no point in visiting the Country. The mag
provided information on St Lanka refer to the death of the
famine the country was facing. Neurly rwo centuries earlier ho
Hsten, another illustrious Chinese taveler visited Sri Lanka and.
his impressions on the Country, its culrure, religion and people.

In this paper I wall be examining the accounts giver by Xuan 7
and Fa Hsien on Sr Lanka with a view to assess the light their a
shed on understanding hustory of Buddhism in the Iskand in particulat
11 the region in peneral. Also it is of interest to pur the information g
by these travelers against the information on the state of Sg
during this peniod as revealed rthrough the chronicles of Sn Lanka and :_.f.-'i-.
histonicals sources.

Fa Hsien’s Records of So Lanka

Fa Hsien strted his journey at the beginning of the 5th cen
and spent altogether 15 years (399414 A.D) 10 India and Sr Lanka. h
last lap of his journcy was Sri Lanka where it is believed that he spent twn
vears, and from where he started for his own country, The purpose of his
vasit was 10 find Vinaya rexts of early Buddhist schools,

Fa Hsien's account begins with reference to early human settlen
in the Island a long nme age. The Country sccording 1o this account was



