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Literary and archaeological sources constitute the backby
historical research. Mural paintings are generally considered asa
art and cultural history. However, referring to the murals ar Deg
Raja Maha Viharaya, Dr.Ananda Coomaraswamy noted another aspe
the value of tnuml paintings .He says:

The value of these paintings lies not merely in their beauty

and charm as decoration, bur in the fact that they are priceless
historical documents. . .

This is true not only of Degaldoruva murals but also other s ek
temple paintings. However; there are certain limitations with regard to the
use of muralsasa historical source. One is that compared to the large "
of sources available for historical studies, such as literary sources, the s
arc cottsiderably limited in number. Besides, at present they remain ina
poor condition. I some cases it is difficult to have access to them oo, In

these drcumstances historians tend to use literary sources rather the murals
for their studies.

However, it should be stressed that the value ﬁi’muml'pain:'ings-fqi-"
rescarch in social history is immense .In order to prove this poine [ shall
be using womien's costume depicied in these paintings o idenrify cerrify
certain changes that took place in the CONtemporary sociery,

Paintings, when compared 1o other forms of art in Sri Lanka, had
‘occupied a central place in the religious life of the people of the island . The
introduction of Buddhism in the 3* century B.C.and the convession of
bath the rulers and the ruled ro this new itleology had 4 special effecr on the



