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There is no need 1o underseore the fagt thut al present Pali
Elage stullics in S Lonka, whin ¢ompared to what it was about
. decades ago, is on the decline: There are many reasons for
essay | is an attempt o examine two such reasons which the

s couched. In Sri Lanka the new, committed converts to Buddhism,
both bhikkbus and bhikkhunis, had 1o shoulder two major, urgeni
fesponsibilities. These were:

il-.i’_l Preservation of the lexts in the oral tradition
2) Spreading and stabilizing the docinine through preaching dand
tesching.
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