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The cﬂ:dim theory ol -.um.::.juua.ncss is st prutmb}w in

s '.in lh: Pali canonical texts and hul even in the pu*.l-mnnnmal
541 a]mm;l every schoal of Buddhism. bul resumed by the
..'f_,'}' scholiasts of the Pali tradition. The significance
fthe theory lics in the Abhidhammika principle that the mind cannot
gist (which is 1o say, the mind canneot function) without the support
ptter - a principle already ac accepted in the Suttas, but cpitomized
ig _' Pili coimimentators in their neologism vatthu-ripa and invoked
g8 e rational foundation as well as the seriptural basis of their

gontroversial position.

Sinee 4 comprehensive study of the cardiac theory of
eonsciousness, (0 my knowledge, has not been undertaken so far, |

discussion of the Scripturl exegesis and rational arguments employed
'hy thie Pali exegetes in defending their theory against their adversaries
(Papt 11).1 conelude the investigation with a tentative reconstrsction
of the probable origin and development of this scholastic theory by



