J. Natm, Sci. Coun. Sri Lonka 1984 12 (33: 273282

SochqmﬂcHyphnmrcmfmSﬁlmh

S. A: GUNASIKERA AND M. P. R. Rukmang

Departownt of Bovany, University of Kelaniya, Keluniya, Svi Lanba

(Pute of receipt: 31 Augise 1984
(Date of aceeptinee: 31 December 1984)

Abstract: Eightean types O aguatic Hyphomycete conidia were found in foam
mﬁtmifmudmmm. L these 11 were identifisd to spece level and 4 1
Benenc bavel | three were not identified ar odl,  The number and types of comdia wore

L Introdoetion

The aquatic Hyphomyeetes are a relatively small group of water-inhabiting fungl,
Some of thiese fungi complete their entire life eyele including growth, sporulution,
spore liberation and dispersal below the surface of water, but some are amphibious
and may have telomorphs on substrats exposed {0 air. Very little was known about
these Mungl until Ingald? published his now famous paper o aquutic Hyphomyeetes
of decaying alder leaves, Aduatic Hyphomycetes often Bfow on submerged, par-
tially decayed leaves and twigs present in fast flowing streams fn wooded areqs.

About 200 species of aguatic Hyphomycetes have already been described,
These have been assigned to 60 form geners. A guide to the identification of the
commonly encountered forms s now availahle, 1 Busienlly, two spore shapes
can be seen: the tetrarudiate form with four long arms and the sigmoid form with
cutvature in mote than one plane.”  These spores ure Loncentruted in a remur-
Kable way by air bubbles which under certain conditions collect as persistent foum
and scum often captured behind barriers of twigs and rocks. in rivers and streams.

Aquatic Hyphomycetes were first Tecorded in Europe.  They are now known
to have a worldwide distribution with the possible exception of North and South
poles. Many species are world-wide in distribution, but some are more charac-
teristic of cither the warmer regions or the colder regions of the globe. Some

Mast fiesh water biologists would regard these fungi as: insignificant wnd
unimportant members of the fresh water biota; but it i5 now known thut in many
fresh water habitats they are very abundint.



